l P r iyatAi I.f/fr‘ magazine

» "




in electricity, we'll furnish it with comtortable beds, we'll provide a
chef and a butler — whatever it needs,

An alternanve s to take a private howse, and the ultra-travel agents
pride themselves on fimding, extraordinary properties which are not
normally available through the rental marker."We started vsing privace
honses because we realised thar they could be more luxurious than the
hotels in the area, says Stephen Chews who runs the Latin American
specialise Azul "1t the service vou put in that makes the difference. So
his customers mught find thenselves ina highly statbed 17th-century
hacienda on the Yucatn Peninsula or 2 town howse with s own
schooner i the Brazilian fishing port of Paraty,

Exciting and vnusual modes of tramsport are also an important part
of the ultra-teavellers experience. Sticking people in the back of a
minibus 18 not interesting, savs MNiel Fox, ‘nor s an S-class Mercedes
fior that matter, though we can provide those if appropriae. When
clients fly into India, | try 1o meet them on the runway in 3 mik-mk;
e wie sometimes use Roval Enfield motorbikes for travelling through
the conmrvside, becase thats lew the locals get around.”

A trip through New Zealand with the Avcklnd-based company
Seasonz — who looked after several of the stars of The Lond of the Rings
whin it was beng filmed there = could imvolve a river jer boar. .
lsury catamaran, a deep-sea fishimg boat and an Americas Cup yvachi:
while o dav that goes without a helicopter ranster 15, for wuor
aperators of this calibre, 2 missed opportunity.

MNiel Fox will go to extmordinary lengths (o avoud tourses I've
driven past Avers ook five times but never stopped o see it e sive
‘I conldn't bear to share 1t with so many people, Why bother when you
can take a A4xd into the Olgas = which are nearby and also spectacular
and have the whaole place o yourseli”

Ihe grestest test of an ultr-travel agent s whether he ar she can

have a mator wurst siee closed down o give o client exclusive access

For example, () Escape, the wavel arm of the London concienge firm

Cumtessentially, boasts of having closed down both the Pyramids (for
a wedding) and the Taj Mahal, and s offiering private acces 1o the
principal sites of St Perersburg as part of a forthcoming tour fillowing
the path of a solar eclipse

Conversely, these agents can provide  introducnons 1o people
ordinary travellers might never come across, In Egvpr, @ Escape offens
to arrange breakfast with the Director General of the Supreme
Council of Antiquities, and *a private dinner with local dignitaries’

Ml

encounters with the indigenous inhabitants of remote places; 'l

Fox, on the other hand, prides himsell on organising
Africa we got together 19 different spiritual leaders of the bushmen,
which was something that hadn't happened lor generations. And m
Borneo we had a special celebration of all the key tribes, with about
16 mwsictans and 60 dancers” But, he adds, such occasions have o be
approached with grear sensitvity: "People whao tarn up m helicopoen
can ruffle some feathers with people who haven't been exposed to ta
kind of wealth. It our job 1o manage the sttuation,

Howw mnch does a holiday of this natire cost? ased O A Troe Saoey
is introducing a programme of long weekends costing from €50, 00K, b
tor one of ther full-blown Extraordmary Holidays the minimin 8
E200,0001 (nor meluding mbound Mights). At Jeast” says Niel Fos, ‘thati)
the poinn ar which we become elfectve. [0 people want to spend by hm

that = well, we just refer them o another company. B




